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Book Critique over slave narrative
Introduction
Brown’s popular autobiography slave narrative of “William Wells Brown” was published by Brown himself in 1847 during slavery. Its exceedingly theatrical content is expressed in an astoundingly detached style. The narrative is a clear and expressive disapproval of slavery, which incorporates several testimonials, poems, tales, and extracts to support the abolitionist reason. In other words, the narrative serves as an abolitionist tool, championing for the end of slavery, and as an opening, enabling slaves to record their life stories in their own words.
Themes
The two major themes that the author discusses in his book are race and gender. In discussing the issue of gender, Brown describes the physical and emotional abuse that women slaves experienced. For example, Brown discusses some scenes where he saw his mother being whipped as he cried relentlessly, unable to help her (Brown 1847). Brown further denotes that some slave women who were being flogged were naked and could not fight for themselves. Most of these women were covered in blood due to the beating that they received from their masters. Still on the issue of gender, because of the emotional and physical abuse that women slave experienced, Brown enlarged his field of political and social activism by advocating for women’s rights.
He adopted the humanist approach, which transformed gender borders as well as racial borders, and he represented a group of women who their masters were oppressing. Moreover, concerning the issue of race, Brown describes the oppression that people of color experienced. In his book, Brown discusses how black Americans were treated as inferior people while their masters who were black were considered as superior (Brown 1847). Through the oppression of the black slaves, Brown adopted the humanist approach, which transformed racial borders, and he represented a group of black slaves who their Caucasian masters were oppressing. 
Comparison of the Author’s life to slaves
The life of William Wells Brown is similar to the lives of most slaves. It is worth noting that Brown was born on a plantation close to Lexington in 1814. He was the son of a Caucasian man and an enslaved mother. Living mainly in and around St. Louis, Missouri, up to 20years of age, Brown was subject to and, on many occasions, experienced slavery among outstandingly all-around conditions (Brown 1847). Brown worked as a house servant; he also worked as a field slave and was subcontracted as an assistant to a “tavern keeper,” a printer, and the slave dealer called “James Walker” who journeyed widely, moving to and from the “New Orleans” slave marketplace along the Mississippi River. Like many slaves, Brown was exposed to unfair treatment and oppression that slave dealers and owners exposed their slaves to. Brown escaped slavery in 1834 after a minimum of two unsuccessful trials. Quaker Wells Brown assisted Brown in escaping from Ohio to Canada, and Brown later acquired his helper’s names to show appreciation and admiration. 
Author’s Intention
There are numerous issues that the author is trying to present to the readers; among these issues is the oppression that black slaves experienced at the hands of their white masters. For example, most slaves were exposed to frequent beatings and were most of the times given little food. The author is trying to present the issue of oppression whereby people of color were considered inferior to Caucasians (Brown 1847). This book is written about slaves incorporating the physical and emotional abuses that they experienced at the hands of their masters. 
Opinion
There are some points that the author fails to explain well in the book. Some of these issues include cultural issues such as plantation versus the cities as well as socioeconomic issues like money and fraud. My opinion about this book is that it provides a broad set of information about the lives of slaves and how they were treated by their masters. Therefore, I would recommend this book to a friend since it covers historical events that many people did not witness. If I had the opportunity to rate the book, I would give it 4 out of 5.
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